Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BELGRA 03453 051523Z 
ACTION SCS-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CA-01 L-03 H-01 HA-05 PPT-01 
/030W 

027067 060133Z/61 

R 051415Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6494 
INFO AMCONSUL ZAGREB 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BELGRADE 3453 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, YO (GANJER, MATTHEW) 

SUBJECT: WAV MATTHEW GANJER 

REF: ZAGREB 380 

1 . DURING MAY 4 MEETING WITH FSFA ASST SECTY BERNARDIC, 

AMBASSADOR STATED THAT SINCE THEIR LAST MEETING, ANOTHER 
AMERICAN HAD BEEN DETAINED IN YUGOSLAVIA INVOLUNTARILY, 

WAS ABOUT TO TAKE HIS PHYSICAL FOR ENTRANCE INTO THE YUGOSLAV 
ARMED FORCES AND HAD HAD HIS PASSPORT TAKEN AWAY. HE ASKED 
THAT BERNARDIC LOOK INTO CASE AND ADDED THAT USG CONSIDERS 
AMERICAN PASSPORTS TO BE THE PROPERTY OF THE US. THUS HE WAS 
COMPELLED TO PROTEST AGAINST ACTION BY YUGOSLAV AUTHORITIES 
TO RELIEVE AMERICAN CITIZENS OF THEIR PASSPORTS. HE SAID 

THAT THE POSSIBLE DRAFTING OF GANJER IS A DIFFERENT AND EQUALLY 
IMPORTANT ISSUE, BUT ALSO THE US OBJECTS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES SEIZING 
AMERICAN PASSPORTS. 

2. BERNARDIC, WHO SAID HE WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THIS CASE, 

STATED THAT AFTER HIS MOST RECENT DISCUSSION WITH THE 
AMBASSADOR ON THE ALIMI CASE IN PARTICULAR AND THE DUAL 
NATIONAL QUESTION IN GENERAL, HE HAD ASKED THAT VARIOUS 
OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH SUCH MATTERS— LEGAL, CONSULAR, 
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AND OTHERS -SEARCH FOR A POSSIBLE FORMULA TO AVOID SIMILAR 
CASES IN THE FUTURE. HE SAID THIS MATTER IS BEING PURSUED 
AND THAT HE HIMSELF WILL LOOK INTO THE LATEST CASE. 

EAGLEBURER 
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